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!D MAOONIC DBGREES 01' MARK A ROYAL ARK MARI.DR. 

RARK. 
The consensus of op inion aaang those who have researched 

deep~ ildo the. o.ri«ins and de"Telopaent o.f Jllark Maso.nry is 'that 

it bad its birthpllace in Scotland. In 1865 a report, prepared 

by a spe-cial co-1-ttee. was presented to the Grand Chapter of 
Sco~Iancl wkica stated:-

"In t!lit coun.try, froa tiae 1-e.orial and I._ong 
befor• the institution of tke- Grand Lodge o! 
Sco-tbnd ( 17}6) , what is 1t0w known as the Jllark 
Masters' De~ee was w~t by the operatiTe 
Lodges or St. John's JllasomT'· = (~-) 

Br . George Dra:f!'en, Pas-t Subst.itute Grand Master of. SCO'tland, 

in. Ma co-ente o_n a Paper "The Age d th·e Mark Ritual" by 

Br. Worman Rogers (A.Q.C. Vol.13, p .47t) observed that "Proa 

a purely esoteric point of Tiew it is not iaposaibla tha~ the 

Kark Degree is, in itaelf, a Rer!ectly Tal.id initiator;r rite 
and did the :t'irst three l eg,:ees a! Cra.:tt ~reeaaeonry as we knllw 

thea no"t exist tlle Jllark Degree ~t well ha'Te taken their place. 

The oi•est known recnrds of Aark JllasQllr'7 are contained in 

the ai.Jmtee of the .lloyal Arch Chapter af. Priendsbi.p lnov)la. 25~ 
wllich aeets in PartsllGUth (Haapsldre) &lid was canatitllted in.)" 

1769.=l &2 flle op~ ai.Dstea. dated let. Septeaber 1769, were 

written in Plasomc cipher and rem aa foll.owe:- =4 
"At a 1lo7a]} Arcb Ckapter her.I at the George !a"Tern, 
Portsamrth. am first September SeTenteen hllDdred 
and ei.%t7-nine - Prasent 

rhomae Dunckerley, Esq., 
William Cook, - Z 
SaJ1De1 Palmer - H 
Thoaae Scan'Til le - J 
Henry Dean. 
Philip Joyee and 
lfimmas Webb. 

!1te Pro(T) G.K., !llamas Dunckerle7, bro•~ the Warrant 
o:r the Chapter and haTing lately received the "Hark" 
!Mt aada the bre' n "Mark Jllasons" and ~ Kaster a". 
And eacll clmae tuir "Jl!ark". He also toll.cl us of 
tu a•nner ~ vriti!s _.. we aQ' giTe to others ao 
they be !'. C. tor"llark Jllasoaa" (this should hla'Te read 
•tor Jllark Jlen• ) and Jllaster M. far "Mark Mastera"" • 

It has been said =4 that the importance a~ this short passa«e 

ca.DJDt be exagerated. In it Dunckerl.e1 refers to the Jllark 

legree as haTing been established for soae time. Br. Bernard 

• ( ll) - Taken b'o• Granthaa' s "Bi.star)' ~ Grand llark Lodge" p .. 62. 
-( 2) - G.L. Year Book (1976/'TI) 

•(3) - The Chapter is nov attaclLed 'to t!te- Pheonix Lodge Ko.257. 

=( 4) - Pick & l:nl«Jrt "Pocket Hietor:f ~ l'reeaasonry• ( 1953 • p. 262 

:=a ( s-) - A .~ .c. , ee "/"!, I · ;i,-;y, .. :/4. 4'-' rte/:-~~ "~ (; , f_. ~ .... ~. 
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